THE IMPERIAL DEFENCE COLLEGE

convinced that no one service could, by Itself, win a war, and that
in a continental war on the grand scale it would not only be the
three fighting services which would be involved, but the whole
nation. It was essential, therefore, that he should be acquainted
with any civil organization designed to meet such a contingency.

I concluded by saying that in spite of all this I could not
guarantee that what had been produced would necessarily be a
future higher commander, or merely an extremely intelligent and
highly trained staff officer. It would remain a gamble till he was
tested in some future war.

In February 1938 we all visited the Bristol aircraft works and
saw the welcome sight of Blenheims coming off the production
lines, and also Pegasus, Mercury and Perseus engines from, the
engineering shops. At Vickers we had seen the Wellesleys complet-
ing and the first of the Wellingtons. Expansion in its early phase
was in full swing and none too soon, judging by the look of the
international situation.

By this time Hitler had assumed direct command of all armed
forces. Blomberg and Fritsch had resigned, Goring was promoted
to Field-Marshal and Keitel appointed as Co-ordinating Minister
under Hitler. As already recorded, the occupation of Austria took
place in March (1938).

My second son, Jim, after being accepted for a short-service
commission in the R.A.F., went off to Egypt for his training. This
brought our family representation in the R.A.F. up to three, a
figure which my youngest son considered to be quite sufficient,
for he subsequently joined the Gunners and thus placed himself in
a satisfactory position for ^'shooting his own line,33 free from any
patronizing control by his light blue brothers.

His Majesty visited the College in March and attended a
lecture given by Sir Thomas Inskip on "Imperial Strategy," and
soon afterwards the Duke of Gloucester came to listen to Field-
Marshal Sir Philip Chetwode, who spoke on the problems of
India. He used emphatic language in recommending what should
be done to the Frontier Tribesmen when they gave trouble. He
waved the map pointer so violently that the noses of H.R.H. and
myself, sitting in the front row, nearly suffered a similar fate to
the one suggested for the tribesmen.

In May my wife and I attended an Air League dinner, at
which we saw, for the first time, the new Air Defence Cadets,
about a dozen of whom were paraded for the inspection of those
present. It was the beginning of a splendid organization which*

187